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Dear Washington Association of Food Protection,

My name is Marek Fitos-Link and | am writing to express my sincerest
gratitude towards your generous contribution to the Washington Ass’n for Food
Protection/L.O. Luedecke Endowed Scholarship, of which | am a recipient!

I am a Food Science major of junior standing from Bellingham, WA, and |
expect to graduate in spring 2026 with a BS in Food Science and a minor in
French Language.

For as long as | can remember I've had a great passion for cooking, which
led me to choose Food Science as my field of study. Through food science I've
been able to combine my love for cooking with STEM concepts such as
chemistry and biology which will give me fantastic qualifications to enter the food
industry and find a fulfilling career. Specifically, | hope to work in the wine
industry, which is a dynamic field with plenty of opportunity for me to be creative.
| hope to, in the short term, work with some of the fantastic wineries in
Washington State, and in the long term, find employment in France which has
been a dream of mine for a long time.

During my time at WSU, | have made it a goal to take full advantage of the
different opportunities for involvement on campus. | am currently working in Dr.
Meijun Zhu's Food Microbiology and Nutrigenomics Laboratory as a technical
assistant, where | am assisting with various projects as well as conducting my
own research which | will present at SURCA this upcoming school year. | also
interned in Dr. Girish Ganjyal’s Food Processing
Laboratory my freshman year. Beyond
academics, | also stay involved on campus
through the Cougar Marching Band, in which |
play snare drum. | have been a member of the
CMB for my entire collegiate career, and it has
given me memories and friendships which | will
cherish for a long time.

| am incredibly grateful to be a recipient of
this scholarship, not just because of the
monetary support, but because it's a great
motivator for me to continue working hard at
pursuing the fantastic education | am receiving at
WSU.

Once again, | cannot thank you enough for
your generous scholarship!

Sincerely,
Marek Fitos-Link
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Dear Washington Association for Food Protection,

I am extremely grateful that of all the amazing candidates. I was among the students
chosen for the WAFP/Luedecke Scholarship. and I cannot thank you enough for helping
me fund my college journey. Being able to attend college is a privilege, a privilege that I
continue to be thankful for, and donors like you help me be more grateful in knowing that
there are ways to make college affordable for students in similar situations as me.
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[ am a daughter of a single mother: she is hardworking and works odd hours
help fund my college journey. However, she earns less than the minimum wage that is set

in the United States. I come from a beautiful, isolated island called American Samoa. and

our starting wage range from six to seven dollars depending on what job you have.

Knowing how much of a disadvantage I have financially. T am grateful for the
scholarship opportunities at Washington State University, because it helps me see my
dreams as a reality as each year goes by. Thank you for this opportunity, thank you for
the financial help, and thank you for this scholarship. I will not let the money go to waste.
as | have big dreams of attending graduate school, possibly Cornell, for food product
development. I am super excited about how one step closer I am to achieving my goals.
This scholarship helps remind me that the hardships I go through in college will be worth
it, because generous donors see potential in students like me. I hope to make Washington

State University, and all the donors to ever help me financially, proud of me as a future
Coug alumni, and as a student overall. I am extremely grateful
for this scholarship and will continue to strive to improve and be
successful!

Sincerely.

Sherine Cynnette Ortiz





